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The Dennis Dechaine Tragedy               (see www.trialanderrordennis.org for more info.)
     On July 6, 1988, Dennis J. Dechaine, of Bowdoinham, Maine, came home from a morning pickup of frozen chickens from a slaughterhouse and planned to work on his greenhouse construction project.  However,  that project hit a glitch and Dennis chose to take the afternoon off and go exploring, and take some "speed", too. Sometime in the early afternoon, he entered the woods at Hallowell Road and spent the afternoon exploring and he took the amphetamines.  When he emerged from the woods, lost, at 8:30, he was questioned by police who were looking for a missing 12-year-old girl, Sarah Cherry.   Two days later, Dennis was charged with the girl's murder, and in March, 1989, he was wrongly convicted of those crimes and sentenced to life in prison, without parole.  
BOTTOM LINE by Jim Moore, the author of "Human Sacrifice" the book about the case.

It is important to note that the only relevant facts proved beyond a reasonable doubt were the presence of Dennis Dechaine’s truck, across the road and 450 feet through the woods from where the victim’s body was found, and the fact that Dechaine exited that same woods five hours or more before Sarah Cherry was murdered.


Witnesses who saw red pickup trucks in the area cannot identify those trucks as Dechaine’s, nor did any of them identify any of the drivers. One witness testified to seeing a red pickup resembling Dechaine’s (with a damaged headlight) on the day before the crime (when many witnesses place Dechaine in his station wagon, a hundred miles or more from the scene); testimony about the day before the crime – even if it were true – is irrelevant.


The lies Dechaine told various people to conceal his use of drugs on that day are irrelevant; none relate in any way to the victim or the crime.

With respect to Dechaine’s truck, the state’s expert testified that the tracks in the driveway of the house where the victim was abducted do not match three of the tires on his truck, and are only “consistent with” the fourth tire – as are (according to that expert) every other tire with a similar tread design. Further, after chemically swabbing and vacuuming the entire truck, and microscopically examining its contents, the police lab found no trace of the victim: no fingerprint, no hair, no blood, no fabric from her clothing. Further, after sniffing Sarah Cherry’s clothes, the state police tracking dog detected no scent of her in Dechaine’s truck.


There is no direct or forensic link, nor any witness to connect that truck, or Dennis Dechaine himself, to the crime or to the victim. 

The only links established are between the crime, and items removed from Dechaine’s truck – i.e. the papers left in the driveway, and the items used to bind, gag and strangle the victim.


There is no recorded or signed confession. Alleged admissions contain no detail of the crime or victim. Det. Westrum’s allegations lack credibility due to his  suspicious “improvement,” concealed for 15 years, where his own notes show that he later went back and changed Dechaine’s original words, i.e. “How could I kill her” into the quote he testified to at Mr. Dechaine’s trial, i.e. “Why did I kill her?”

ASIDE FROM THE ABSENCE OF EVIDENCE INCRIMINATING DECHAINE, note the vital evidence which was obscured, concealed and suppressed by the State:

· Time of death (concealed before, during and after the trial).

· Tracking dog’s failure to detect victim’s scent in truck.

· State psychologists official conclusion that, despite the use of a drug, Dechaine was not in a psychotic state of the day of the crime.

· Report by former FBI expert on DNA, hired by the State, confirming the tests which discovered the DNA of another person (not Dechaine, not Sarah Cherry) in the blood under the victim’s thumbnails.

· Detective Westrum’s original notes “improving” Dechaine’s words.

· Small bare footprints beside large footprints leading into the trailer of a known pedophile already facing charges of having sex with another 12-year-old girl – only 1/2 mile from where barefoot Sarah Cherry was abducted; plus evidence of that pedophile’s record.

Why do officials still refuse to discuss these facts, or the evidence they concealed?

