                                                                                             October 23, 2004
Honorable Eugene W. Beaulieu

United States Magistrate (Retired)

311 Woodlawn Avenue

Old Town, ME 04468

Charles H. Abbott, Esquire
Skelton, Taintor & Abbott

P.O. Box 3200

Auburn, ME 04212-3200

Marvin H. Glazier, Esquire
Vafiades, Brountas & Kominsky, LLP
P.O. Box 919

Bangor, ME  04402-0919

                       Re: Sarah Cherry Murder Case

Dear Magistrate Judge Beaulieu, Mr. Abbott and Mr. Glazier:


There have been allegations of prosecutorial and law enforcement misconduct concerning the trial of Dennis Dechaine for the 1988 murder of Sarah Cherry.

These allegations are that: 

• Following their initial investigation, law enforcement officers altered their notes and/or reports to falsely attribute incriminating statements to Dennis Dechaine.
• Prosecutors misled the jury with respect to Sarah Cherry’s time of death.
• At the time of trial, prosecutors and law enforcement officers had information about an alternative suspect which they should have shared, but did not share, with defense counsel.
• In 1992, law enforcement officers, with the approval of prosecutors, inappropriately destroyed physical evidence to include a rape kit as well as hairs and fibers discovered at the scene where Sarah Cherry’s body was found.
• Prosecutors inappropriately failed to notify the court and defense counsel of a consultant’s opinion regarding the reliability of an outside laboratory and DNA tests conducted in 1993.


I have no reason to believe that these allegations are true. However, in order to ensure continued public confidence in the Office of the Attorney General as well as other law enforcement agencies in the State of Maine, I request that you conduct an independent and impartial review of these allegations and provideto me a report of your findings, which will be made public, to me. [sic]


I pledge the complete cooperation of my office during your review. State investigative and prosecutorial files regarding this case are public documents subject to 16 M.R.S.A ss 614 and will be made available for your review and copying at a time and place of your choosing. State personnel who investigated and prosecuted this case wil also be available for interviews by you at a mutually convenient time and place.


You are asked to investigate these allegations only. Obviously, the guilt or innocence of Mr. Dechaine is for the courts.


Please provide your questions and requests for information directly to me.
Thank you for your willingness to undertake this very important public service.

Sincerely,

G. Steven Rowe /s/

G. Steven Rowe

Attorney General
GSR/dp

