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Attorney General Rowe handpicked three attorneys to
investigate allegations of official misconduct during the
investigation and prosecution of Dennis Dechaine. Two years
later, those three lawyers reported, “we find that none of
the allegations . . . have any substantive merit.”

They offered no evidence to support their conclusion.

This report contains the evidence of misconduct.

James FP. Moore



Allegation, as stated by Attorney General Rowe to his Commission:
Following their investigation, law enforcement officers
altered their notes and/or reports to falsely attribute
incriminating statements to Denis [sic] Dechaine.

Evidence Regarding Detective Westrum

Westrum’s trial testimony (transcript page 830 and 831):

Page 830:
WESTRUM: . . . He said: Mark, I went home and told my wife that I did something bad
and she just laughed at me.

Q: (by Prosecutor Wright) What else did he say?
A: May I refer to my notes?
Q: If you think it would help you to get it exactly right.

THE COURT:Yes

Page 831:
WESTRUM: I let him walk around the room again without saying anything, he went
back and sat down in his chair or the chair he was sitting in. At that point he looked up at
me and he said --
Q: (by Prosecutor Wright): Read your notes.
A: I didn't think it actually happened until I saw her face on the news and then it all came
back to me. I remembered it. He started to cry again, and he said Why did I kill her?

DISCREPANCIES — from Det. Westrum’s contemporaneous notes which were
concealed by the State until the Legislature ordered the AG to open their file:

#1 Det. Westrum’s notes quoted Dechaine as making this normal protestation of
innocence: “How could I kill her” At some later time, Det. Westrum crossed out “How
could,” and altered the notes into the incriminating phrase, “Why did I kill her”

#2 Det. Westrum’s contemporaneous notes quote Dechaine as saying, “/ told my wife
something bad had happened.” [NOTE: Interrogation by police about the abduction of a
little girl qualifies as “something bad had happened.” It’s an innocent statement.]

However, in his trial testimony, upon being instructed to “read your notes,”
Westrum claimed Dechaine had said, “I told my wife I had done something bad.”

Westrum’s switch of Dechaine’s words from “something bad had happened” to,
“I did something bad” transforms an innocent comment into an incriminating admission.
See transcript of Westrum’s testimony on pages 8 and 9.
See photocopy of Westrum’s notes on page 10.

[NOTE; Dechaine signed no statement; none was ever recorded.]



Allegation, as stated by Attorney General Rowe to his Commission:
Following their investigation, law enforcement officers
altered their notes and/or reports to falsely attribute
incriminating statements to Dennis Dechaine.

Evidence Regarding Detective Hendsbee

Hendsbee’s trial testimony (transcript page 799 and 800):

Page 799:
Hendsbee: The time was 1:57 in the afternoon. . . Dennis stated that I know what you are
here for. I can’t believe I could do such a thing. It’s not —
Q: (by Prosecutor Wright) If you don’t remember, please refer to your notes.
A: He stated, I can’t believe that I could do such a thing. The real me is not like that. It
must be somebody else inside of me. At that time I hadn’t even gotten out of my car.
Q : It must be somebody else inside of me that —
A : Who is doing this.
Q : You hadn’t said that. It must be somebody else inside of me doing this?
A : Yes. At that time I hadn’t gotten out of my car. I

Page 800
asked Dennis to step away from my door so I could get out of my car, at which time he
did. But he kept saying that there has got to be somebody else inside of me doing this. I
couldn’t have done such a thing.

DISCREPANCIES from Det. Hendsbee’s contemporaneous notes, withheld by the
State even after ordered by the Legislature to open this file, and concealed for 16
years until an appeal was filed to the Supreme Court of the State of Maine in 2005:

Det. Hendsbee’s contemporaneous notes for the event described in testimony:

1357 hrs

Dennis — I can't believe this guy I know would do anything like that — I heard the
bad knews [sic] I can't believe that I could do such a thing — the real me is not like that -
I know what your [sic] here for Do what you got to do —

Pete [Lt. Peter McCarthy] interrupted with Miranda — wanted a lawyer.

Hendsbee’s contemporaneous notes do not contain the incriminating statement
“there has got to be somebody else inside of me doing this” which he testified he was
reading from those notes.

A transcript of Hendsbee’s testimony may be seen on page 11 and 12.
A copy of Hendsbee’s contemporaneous notes may be seen on page 13

[NOTE: Some Maine media, based on the testimony of Dets. Hendsbee and Westrum,
informed readers and viewers that Dechaine had “confessed” to these crimes. Many
Mainers still retain an impression that Dennis Dechaine confessed to these officers.]






