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Attorney General Rowe handpicked three attorneys to
investigate allegations of official misconduct during the
investigation and prosecution of Dennis Dechaine. Two years
later, those three lawyers reported, “we find that none of
the allegations . . . have any substantive merit.”

They offered no evidence to support their conclusion.

This report contains the evidence of misconduct.

James FP. Moore



Allegation, as stated by Attorney General Rowe to his Commission:
Following their investigation, law enforcement officers
altered their notes and/or reports to falsely attribute
incriminating statements to Denis [sic] Dechaine.

Evidence Regarding Detective Westrum

Westrum’s trial testimony (transcript page 830 and 831):

Page 830:
WESTRUM: . . . He said: Mark, I went home and told my wife that I did something bad
and she just laughed at me.

Q: (by Prosecutor Wright) What else did he say?
A: May I refer to my notes?
Q: If you think it would help you to get it exactly right.

THE COURT:Yes

Page 831:
WESTRUM: I let him walk around the room again without saying anything, he went
back and sat down in his chair or the chair he was sitting in. At that point he looked up at
me and he said --
Q: (by Prosecutor Wright): Read your notes.
A: I didn't think it actually happened until I saw her face on the news and then it all came
back to me. I remembered it. He started to cry again, and he said Why did I kill her?

DISCREPANCIES — from Det. Westrum’s contemporaneous notes which were
concealed by the State until the Legislature ordered the AG to open their file:

#1 Det. Westrum’s notes quoted Dechaine as making this normal protestation of
innocence: “How could I kill her” At some later time, Det. Westrum crossed out “How
could,” and altered the notes into the incriminating phrase, “Why did I kill her”

#2 Det. Westrum’s contemporaneous notes quote Dechaine as saying, “/ told my wife
something bad had happened.” [NOTE: Interrogation by police about the abduction of a
little girl qualifies as “something bad had happened.” It’s an innocent statement.]

However, in his trial testimony, upon being instructed to “read your notes,”
Westrum claimed Dechaine had said, “I told my wife I had done something bad.”

Westrum’s switch of Dechaine’s words from “something bad had happened” to,
“I did something bad” transforms an innocent comment into an incriminating admission.
See transcript of Westrum’s testimony on pages 8 and 9.
See photocopy of Westrum’s notes on page 10.

[NOTE; Dechaine signed no statement; none was ever recorded.]



Allegation, as stated by Attorney General Rowe to his Commission:
Following their investigation, law enforcement officers
altered their notes and/or reports to falsely attribute
incriminating statements to Dennis Dechaine.

Evidence Regarding Detective Hendsbee

Hendsbee’s trial testimony (transcript page 799 and 800):

Page 799:
Hendsbee: The time was 1:57 in the afternoon. . . Dennis stated that I know what you are
here for. I can’t believe I could do such a thing. It’s not —
Q: (by Prosecutor Wright) If you don’t remember, please refer to your notes.
A: He stated, I can’t believe that I could do such a thing. The real me is not like that. It
must be somebody else inside of me. At that time I hadn’t even gotten out of my car.
Q : It must be somebody else inside of me that —
A : Who is doing this.
Q : You hadn’t said that. It must be somebody else inside of me doing this?
A : Yes. At that time I hadn’t gotten out of my car. I

Page 800
asked Dennis to step away from my door so I could get out of my car, at which time he
did. But he kept saying that there has got to be somebody else inside of me doing this. I
couldn’t have done such a thing.

DISCREPANCIES from Det. Hendsbee’s contemporaneous notes, withheld by the
State even after ordered by the Legislature to open this file, and concealed for 16
years until an appeal was filed to the Supreme Court of the State of Maine in 2005:

Det. Hendsbee’s contemporaneous notes for the event described in testimony:

1357 hrs

Dennis — I can't believe this guy I know would do anything like that — I heard the
bad knews [sic] I can't believe that I could do such a thing — the real me is not like that -
I know what your [sic] here for Do what you got to do —

Pete [Lt. Peter McCarthy] interrupted with Miranda — wanted a lawyer.

Hendsbee’s contemporaneous notes do not contain the incriminating statement
“there has got to be somebody else inside of me doing this” which he testified he was
reading from those notes.

A transcript of Hendsbee’s testimony may be seen on page 11 and 12.
A copy of Hendsbee’s contemporaneous notes may be seen on page 13

[NOTE: Some Maine media, based on the testimony of Dets. Hendsbee and Westrum,
informed readers and viewers that Dechaine had “confessed” to these crimes. Many
Mainers still retain an impression that Dennis Dechaine confessed to these officers.]



Allegation, as stated by Attorney General Rowe to his Commission:
Prosecutors misled the jury with respect to Sarah Cherry’s
time of death.

Rather than properly answering the blank on the
autopsy form which requires “Date and Time of Death.” Dr.
Roy wrote simply, “Found 7/8/88.” (See form, Page 14.)

Neither the complete autopsy report, nor anything else
furnished to the defense or anyone else prior to Dr. Roy’s
testimony, gave any indication regarding time of death.

At trial, Medical Examiner Ronald Roy testified to
conclusions concerning time of death. Based on his own
observations regarding rigor mortis, decomposition, and
progress of digestion, plus photos taken of the body during
autopsy, his conclusion is contradicted by experienced
pathologists and leading textbooks on forensic pathology.
This evidence is extensively detailed in Human Sacrifice.

Dr. Roy testified that he was Chief Medical Examiner.
In fact, Dr. Henry Ryan was the chief medical examiner.

Dr. Roy testified that he was a forensic pathologist.
In fact, while he claimed training in anatomical and
clinical pathology, nothing in the trial record or in Dr.
Roy’'s official personnel file shows any training or
education in the specialty of forensic pathology.*

Dr. Roy’s report and testimony do show that he failed
to attempt the routine, elementary procedures employed by
experienced forensic pathologists in cases of this nature:
recording the ambient temperature and body temperature; and
potassium testing of eye fluid. Further, while the species
and state of maturity of fly larvae can aid in establishing
time of death, Dr. Roy discarded the fly larvae which were
found on the victim without any effort to identify their
species, or making any examination of them whatsoever.

* Forensic pathology is a subspecialty of medicine that studies the causes of human
death. A forensic pathologist is a physician who has received special training in
pathology and forensic pathology. This training process lasts for up to six years after
graduation from medical school. After completion of the training period, physicians can
sit for examinations offered by the American Board of Pathology. If a passing grade is
achieved on the examination, the physician is considered board certified.

(FORENSIC MEDICAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES, PLC.)



Allegation, as stated by Attorney General Rowe to his Commission:
At the time of the trial, prosecutors and law enforcement
officers had information about an alternative suspect which they
should have shared, but did not share, with defense counsel.

Reports filed by Detectives Hendsbee and Drake show that
these officers followed two sets of footprints -- small
bare footprints and large footprints -- down the Fickett
Road (¥ mile from where Sarah Cherry, who was known to be
barefoot, had vanished the day before) to “a trailer by the
name of Fickett.” Hendsbee’s report states that he told
Drake, “We’ll have the wardens look into this tomorrow.”
(NOTE: If the footprints were considered unimportant,
why have anyone check on them the next day?)
Neither detective made any effort to determine whether
anyone was inside this trailer. They didn’t even knock on
this door, even though officers canvassed every other house
in the area seeking witnesses to anything that might aid
them. (See Hendsbee and Drake reports, pages 15 - 16.)
#1 The state kept secret the fact that, only 25 days
before Sarah Cherry’s disappearance, during an ongoing
investigation, Detective Hendsbee took a detailed statement
from a 12-year-old girl who stated that the resident of
that trailer, Jason Fickett, an adult, had oral sex and
intercourse with her. (Hendsbee’s 6/11/88 report, page 17.)
Fickett was eventually convicted of that and other sex
crimes against children. This information was kept secret
by the State until I discovered Hendsbee’s inquiry, several
years later. (See Fickett’s criminal record, pages 18-20.)
These facts prove that on the day after Sarah Cherry
vanished, the day before her body was found, detectives had
focused their suspicion and investigation solely on Dennis
Dechaine -- excluding the possibility of any other suspect.
Jason Fickett was never questioned about this case.
#2 The name of Douglas Senecal was given to detectives as
a suspect by Sarah Cherry’s step-father on the day Sarah
vanished. Senecal, at that time, was facing indictment for
sexually abusing a minor step-daughter. The Senecal family
shipped that daughter to California until, with no witness,
the state dismissed the sex charges against Mr. Senecal.
Mr. Senecal has offered several alibis for the time in
question; each was disputed by the witnesses he offered.
Mr. Senecal was never interrogated by police. Neither
he, his home or his vehicle were ever searched.
NOTE: Mr. Senecal still refuses to submit his DNA for
comparison with the unidentified mystery DNA in the blood
under Sarah Cherry’s nails.




Allegation, as stated by Attorney General Rowe to his Commission:
In 1992, law enforcement officers, with the approval of
prosecutors, inappropriately destroyed physical evidence
including a rape kit as well as hairs and fibers discovered at
the scene where Sarah Cherry’s body was found.

Dechaine filed a Motion For A New Trial on May 5, 1992.

Before that motion could be heard, on June 18, 1992,
pursuant to an order by Deputy Attorney General Fernand
LaRochelle, biological evidence containing potential DNA
evidence (vaginal swabs, vaginal aspirate, and never-
identified hairs found on the victim’s body) were
incinerated. (See Order, page 21.)

The mystery DNA of a male person found under the
victim’s thumbnails (preserved only because defense counsel
Thomas Connolly had previously recovered them) was,
although partially degraded, sufficient to exclude Dennis
Dechaine as the donor. Also excluded: Sarah Cherry’s family
members, officers who handled the body, and medical
examiner personnel who handled the body.

The biological evidence incinerated by the State,
were it still available, might have been sufficient to
positively identify the donor of the DNA, i.e. the man
Sarah Cherry scratched while he tortured and strangled her.

Were it not for the fact that Dechaine’s pre-trial request
for DNA tests was opposed by the State and denied by the
Court, all of these DNA samples would certainly have been
fresh enough to positively identify Sarah Cherry’s killer.



Allegation, as stated by Attorney General Rowe to his Commission:

Prosecutors inappropriately failed to notify the court and
defense counsel of a consultant’s opinion regarding the
reliability of an outside laboratory and DNA tests
conducted in 1993.

This allegation, acknowledged by AG Rowe’s commission,
was considered (by them) to be of dubious importance
despite the fact that this expert certified the reliability
of the DNA tests eliminating Dechaine as a suspect.

her All

State Secrets and the 2™ edition of Human Sacrifice
document numerous additional acts of misconduct by police
and members of the Attorney General’s staff -- acts which
the AG did not ask his commission to investigate.

Among the improprieties by prosecutor Eric Wright:
telling Dechaine’s jury falsely that, “there is no evidence
. . . in this case of an alternative perpetrator” (See page
22, transcript of Prosecutor Wright's closing statement to
jury); and stating falsely to two state legislators and
four other persons that Dechaine had confessed guilt to the
state psychologists “and we have it on videotape.” (See
statement of witnesses to this event, page 23.)

That videotape, made available for viewing by order of
the Maine legislature, may be viewed at the Office of the
Attorney General.

It contains nothing remotely resembling a confession.

Every allegation of misconduct is supported by hard evidence — police reports,
documents from the files of the Attorney General, and court records.

The AG’s commission’s opinion of the allegations insinuates the existence of facts

which they fight to keep it secret. Why conceal facts that vindicate the accused
officials? Why would they hide evidence that makes officials look good?

DECHAINE’S SUPPORTERS URGE ONLY THAT HE HAVE A
TRIAL WHERE JURORS HEAR ALL THE EVIDENCE.

THAT REALLY DOESN’T SEEM LIKE MUCH TO ASK.



P @ N o ld e W o e

T
& W o o eom

e
w

[
(-}

et
~3

NN N NN o e
&lﬁﬂ”’-’ﬂ‘.:

5

Page 830

A After we cleaned up we went back into the booking room

and both of us sat down,

Q How much time passed before anything elme ocourred?

A I would say another two to three minutes. He sat down

in a chair and I sat down. Then he said to me: Oh my Godjy it

should have never happened. He said: Why did I do this? At

this time he again started to scb and he oried again

somevhat, And then he said to me: I'm sorry, I forgot your

name, I reminded him that my name was Mark, And then he was

ailent, He said: Mark, I went home and told my wife that I

did eomething bad and she just laughed at me.

Q What else did he say?

A Can I refer to my notes?

(o] If you think it would help you to get it exactly right,
THE COURT: Yes, '

BY MR. WRIGHTs

Q With that helping you to get it exactly, tell us what
other comments he had to say?

A After he made that comment to me, he saids I told her I
wouldn®t kill myself; besides that®s the easy way out, Again
he sobbed somewhat, I offered him a cigarette which he
smoked for several minutes, At that time when he was
finished smoking his cigarette he said to.nal Mark, please
believe me, something inside must have made me do that.
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Page 831

Please believe me, He repeated that please believe me,

At that time I told Mr., Dechaine he had every right to
remain silent and he didn't have to speak to me at all. He
sat with his head down and he saids I know, Again I said I
wasn't there or in the room to make him talk and he didn't
have to.

He was silent for a moment then he said to mes I knew
they were coming after me, I wae waiting. He said: It was
something inside that must have made me do that. Again he
saids I can only look forwardy; that's all I have left, Then
he was saying: Why would I do this? At that point I said I
can't answer that question, I don't know, He's emotional at
this point, He walked around the romm and kept sayings Why?
Why? I let him walk around the room again without saying
anything, He went back and sat down in his chalr or the
chair he was sitting in, At that point he looked up at me
and he said - -

Q Read your notes,

A I didn*t think it actually happened until I saw her face
on the news; then it all came back to me, I remembered it.
He started to ory again, and he said: Why did I kill her?

At that point he cried and he was shaking his head back and
forth, He was clasping his hands together very tightly. He
saids What punishment could they ever give me that would
equal what I've done, At that point he started to cry very
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Page 799
THE COURT3 68 is also admitted,

BY MR, WRIGHT:

Q Now, before we talk about how you conducted the search,
could you tell the jury, please, what time you arrived at Mr.
Dechaine’s residenco and what happened, with some precision,
what happened when you arrived on Priday afternoon at the
defendant's residence?

A The time was 1:57 in the afternoon, I pulled into
Dennis Dechaine'’s residence and Dennis and his wife Nancy
were sitting on the front porch. When I pulled in, Dennis
came down off the porch towards my car, and at a rapid pace,
His wife was following him, Dennis stated that I know what
you are here for, I can't believe I could do such a thing,
It's not = =

Q If you don't remember please refor to your notes,

A He stateds I can't believe that I could do such a thing,
The real me is not like that. I know me. I couldn't do
anything like that, It must be somebody else inside of me.
At that time I hadn't even gotten out of my car,

Q It must have been scommbody else inside of me -~ =

A Who is doing this,

Q You hadn't said that, It must be somebody else inside
of me doing this?

A Yeas., At that time I hadn't gotten out of my car. I

/1



Page BZZ

acked Dennis to step away from my door so I could get out of
my car, at which time he did. But he kept saying that there
har got to be somebody else inside of me doing this, I
couldn't have done such a thing,

When I got out of my car Dennis gtateds do what you have
to do, At that time I told Dennis I was there just to serve
a search warrant. He said do what you've got to do. I Jjust
can't believe I could do that,

Q You then conducted your search that went on for some

period of time?
A . HNo. At that time I went in the house with Dennis and

Nency and also arrived there with me was the Peter McCarthy.
It was very difficult for me to do the search because i
couldn’t secure one area and leave them in another area
because things could change, I had to get some assistance in
doing the search. 8o I basically stayed with Dennis and
Nancy,

Q Did you make any requeste of them or have any
conversation with them regarding how the search would be
conducted?

A I told them that the items on the search warrant were 80
small and the house was so big that I didn't know where to
begin the search. And he asked if he could be of any
assistance, Basically I asked for his sneakers and where the
airty clothes were. I was told at that time that the dirty
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Nanie and Residence
as Listed in SBI Files:

“~"JASON EDGAR FICKETT

BRUNSWICK,
Date of Birth:

MAINE

09-01-61 ALSO USES 09-01-64

State Bureau of Jdentification

Faine Btate Police
Augusta, Haine

1t

USE OF, ACCESS TO AMD

THE TRANSMISSION OF

INFORMATION CONTAINED

IN THIS SBI RECORD 15
EGULATED BY LAW.

you may determine whether it pertains 10 the
interesicd.

individual in W

thom you are

Place of Birth:  gpyyswIck, MAINE APR 2 1 2000 i ml..,\ﬂ7{7'zﬁdﬁ
SBINUMBER: y_gs08 g (
C(:T::Elig;?:‘rsnp NAME AND CASE NUMBER ang,:;'rzso OFFE"s:":é g‘;&::cic DISPOSITION AND DATE
*DISTRICT COURT JASON E. FICKETT PD 06-24-85 01-29-86
SKOWHEGAN, MAINE DKT.# 85-5102 FAIRFIELD, | NEGOTIATING A WORTHLES $100.00 FINE.
MAINE INSTRUMENT .
17-A MRSA §708
*SUPERIOR COURT JASON FICKETT MAINE 09-25-86 & 09-01-87 07-25-89
‘OWHEGAN, MAINE DKT.f# CR-88-719 STATE 1. & 2. RAPE 10 YEARS DEPARTMENT OF
— POLICE 17-A MRSA §252 CORRECTIONS, CONSECUTIVE
TO SENTENCE NOW BEING
SERVED, ALL SUSPENDED.
6 YEARS PROBATION.
*SUPERIOR COURT JASON E. FICKETT ETWEEN 04-15-88 AND 03-31-1989
BATH, MAINE DKT.# CR-88-213 85—10‘33 . 10 YEARS DEPARTMENT
GROSS SEXUAL MISCONDUCT | OF CORRECTIONS, ALL
CLASS A BUT 6 YEARS SUSPENDED,
17-A MRSA §253(1)(B) 6 YEARS PROBATION,
TIME SERVED AT MAINE
Itis ‘ Mﬂl‘ill‘bﬂnfnﬂm “ STATE PRISON.
no fi ; S B I number or 02-14-1994
asp—" .-,‘m'w“w PROBATION VIOLATION
(raTiee ey the d“ 120 DAYS WITH
vecord which ks being fomished you in ordet that CONDITIONS ADDED.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

+REPRESENTS NOTATIONS UNSUPPORTED BY FINGERPRINTS IN STATE BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION FILES

5B record sheels do not

Venicle

and Titie 12 M.R.5.4 "intana fish ana wilglife offenses (contact
record sheets @0 NOl-include cerlain unrelated offenses reflecling conduct no longer

lude the lo

9 pait or p

offenses: Title 29 M.R.5.4, molor venicie olfenses (cONTact tne Secretary 3f State fiotar

Division for this information); Titie 12 M.R.5.A, marine resources offenses (contact the Department of Marine Resources 1or this informatiung;
the Department of Inlana Fisheries and wildlile for tnis informationj. Furtner, 581

treated in Maine as criminal, A list of such jatter olffentes i
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IONTRIBUTOR OF FINGERPRINTS

NAME AND CASE NO.

DATE
ARRESTED

OFFEMNS(5) CHARGED
AND DATE

DISPOSITION AND DATE

*SUPERIOR COURT
BATH, MAINE

MAINE STATE PRISON
BOX A
THOMASTON, MAINE

*SUPERIOR COURT
BATH, MAINE

*SUPEIROR COURT
BATH, MAINE

*SUPERIOR COURT
BATH, MAINE

JASON E. FICKETT
DKT# CR-88-213

JASON EDGAR FICKETT
#18444

JASON E. FICKETT
DKT.f#CR93-357

JASON E. FICKETT
DKT.#CR93-358

JASON E. FICKETT
DKT# CR-95-327

S0
LINCOLN
COUNTY,
MAINE

S0
SAGADAHOC
COUNTY,
MAINE

S0
SAGADAHOC
COUNTY,
MAINE

S0
SAGADAHOC
COUNTY,
MAINE

BETWEEN 04-15-88 AND
06-10-88

GROSS SEXUAL MISCONCUCT|
CLASS A .

17-A MRSA §253 (1)(B)

09-29-93
TERRORIZING, CLASS D
17-A MRSA §210

09-29-93

FURNISHING LIQUOR TO A
MINOR, CLASS E

T.28A MRSA §2081

08-11-95

1.UNLAWFUL TRAFFICKING
IN SCHEDULED DRUGS
CLASS B

17-A MRSA §1103
2.UNLAWFUL POSSESSION
OF SCHEDULED DRUES
CLASS C

17-A MRSA §1107

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

- 11-15-95

PROBATION REVOCATION

3 YEARS AND 8 MONTHS
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS.
PROBATION TO TERMINATE.

RECEIVED 03-31-89
10 YEARS, ALL BUT6 YEARS
SUSPENDED, PROBATION 6 YEARS.

02-14-94
60 DAYS COUNTY JAIL, CONCURREN
WITH PROBATION VIOLATION

DKT.#88-213 AND CR93-358.

02-14-94

60 DAYS COUNTY JAIL, CONCURREN
WITH PROBATION VIOLATION
DKT.#88-213 AND CR93-357.

11-15-95

1. 10 YEARS DEPARTMENT
OF CORRECTIONS, ALL

BUT 6 YEARS SUSPENDED.
PROBATION 6 YEARS.
CONCURRENT WITH

DKT# CR-88-213.
$1,100.00 FINE & FEES.
$50.00 VICTIM'S
COMPENSATION FEE.

2. 5 YEARS DEPARTMENT
OF CORRECTIONS, CONCURRENT.
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CONTRIBUTOR OF FINGERPRINTS

MNAME AND CASE NO.

DATE
ARRESTED

OFFEMNS(5) CHARGED
AND DATE

DISPOSITION AND DATE

NE CORRECTIONAL CENTER
WINDHA, MAINE

JASON EDGAR FICKETT
#4389

'so

SAGADAHOC
COUNTY,
MAINE

BETWEEN 04-15-88 AND
06-10-88

1. GROSS SEXUAL
MISCONDUCT, CLASS A
17-A MRSA §253
08-11-95

2.UNLAWFUL TRAFFICKING
IN SCHEDULED DRUGS
CLASS B

17-A MRSA §1103
3.UNLAWFUL POSSESSION
OF SCHEDULED DRUGS ~
CLASS C

17-A MRSA §1107

RECEIVED 11-15-95

1. REVOCATION OF
PROBATION

3 YEARS AND 8 MONTHS.
PROBATION TERMINATED.
CONCURRENT WITH

DKT# CR-95-327.

DKT# CR-88-213

2. 10 YEARS, ALL BUT
6 YEARS SUSPENDED.
CONCURRENT WITH

DKT# CR-88-213.

3. 5 YEARS, CONCURRENT
WITH COUNT 1.

DKT# CR-95-327
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To: LIEUTENANT RICHARD ARNOLD - ~yi A A
From: FERNAND LAROCHELLE, Deputy A.G. /L g
. -~ 2 s |
Date: March 31, 1992 //( cw// a3 "
» ' ”~ v ;ti"-‘“d -
Subject: EVIDENCE DISPOSAL 0 G ,[Y M
| ‘
\- -
S

The following is a list of cases in which the evidence in
your possession can be disposed. Money and other valuables
should be returned to the owner (unless ownership is contested,
e.g., Sylvia Howe) and firearms should be returned to the owner
(if not a convicted criminal) or otherwise appropriately
disposed of if the owner cannot be found or cannot receive the

eapon:
DAWN DENNY and L 87-269 Sanford
EVELYN MEYER :

,Anvm PHILLIPS L 88-141 Phillips

V/VERA MORIN L 88-163 Westfield
SARAH CHERRY L 88-309 Bowdoin Mmth“v@e
DAVID PAYNE L 88-329 Lewiston MMW
THANE POWELL _ __'_..'..— ... L 88=353.. Bar Harbor.. .

(/HARRTS STOCKMAN | L 88-487 Limington

(/ JESSICA WOODLEY L 88-488 00B

ERLY SHRIVER and L 88-518 Bethel

CHRISTOPHER GRESKA

yzouom) ST. PETER L 88-614 Presque Isle
PRISCILLA DICKERMAN L 89-45 Cornish
CHARLOTTE THOMPSON L 89-54 Wwinthrop

\ GEFFREY HART L 89-136 Mars Hill

\/ GILES LANDRY/DAVID GROVER L 89-142 Leeds Moy rp/l
SYLVIA HOWE L 89-151 Augusta M”’? Ff.w

A% J TAWMDO ONUTAANT

89-167

e

Lyman
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perhaps should not do that. Considering the mess in that
truck, nobody can say for certain what movement of papers
there might have been, both at the Henkel residence and in
towing the truck to Agusta from Bowdoin.

There is no evidence, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Jury,
in this case of an alternative perpetrator. There is only
the sheerest of speculation., Your duty is not to decide this
case on speculation but on the evidence. Dr. Roy did not say
anything about the feet except that they are a moot point,

It is then pointed out that by Mr. Connolly that there were
other trucks, red trucks in the area; one of which, although
he did not specifically mention the name, was that seen by
Gary Jasper who testified., The only thing I can say about
Gary Jasper is that he's hopelessly confused. What he told
you was he saw a truck earlier in the afternoon on the Dead
River Road which was the same truck that was later stopped on
the Meadow Road in Bowdoin, You've got the radic log and
what you will see is that the tag number of the red truck
later stopped. James Boudin does not have the same tag
number as the defendant's truck. He's just hopelessly
confused.

The point in sum and substance is that Dennis Dechaine
is just a gentle Bowdoinham farmer with a character flaw of
drugs. That's not it at all. His character flaw is that

he's a far different person than he portrays himself %o be.




TRIAL AND ERROR P.O. 22
Box 153 Madawaska, ME

04756
June 2004

William Stokes

Deputy Attoney General
State House Station
Augusta, ME 04330

Dear Mr. Stokes:

On September 1, 1994, there was a meeting about the Dennis Deehaine case with
Attorney General Mike Carpenter, Assistant Attoney General Erie Wright and Phil
Dechaine, Don Deehaine, Senator Judy Paradis, Representative Doug Ahearn, his father,
Dan Aheam, and Carol Waltman.

At that meeting, many aspects of the arrest, trial, conviction and imprisonment of
Dennis Dechaine were discussed, but two are presented here for your consideration.

We requested several documents and at the top of the list were the handwritten notes of
Mark Westnim, which he referenced at the trial. 'We were told by EricWright that those
notes were "unavailable”. [As we now know, with the August, 2003 opening of the files to
the public, those notes were faxed by Mark Westrum to Eric Wright on the same day. In
those notes. Mark Westnim recorded "How could I kill her?" with the words "How could”
crossed out and replaced with "Why did".]

Toward the close of the meeting, we were told by Eric Wright that Dennis had
confessed to the state psychologists and that the confession was recorded on videotape.
Judy Paradis's strong recollection is that Eric Wright made that statement while looking
directly into her eyes. After this shocking revelation, the meeting adjourned with Dennis'
supporters and brother severely shaken by this seemingly authoritative representation by
Eric Wright. [To our current understanding, no statements by Dennis on the tape, also made
available in August, 2003, of his interviews with the psychologists come close to a
confession.] When asked for a copy of the tape, Eric Wright replied, "Ask the defense
lawyer for one".

Weaﬁinnb ommgnammsbelowﬂmmxﬂmstmdabove




